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Volume 44, Issue 49 

December 11 , 2019 

Pastor Elaine’s Ponderings . . . 
 

What can't wait? Joy Cant Wait! 
 
The Third Sunday of Advent has a pink candle on the advent wreath.  It is traditionally 
known as Gaudete Sunday. The word gaudete is Latin for 'Rejoice Ye'.  
 

One of my Favorite songs of Christmas is a rendition of Gaudete, Christus est Natus per-
formed by a folk-rock group from the 1970's called Steeleye Span.   
 

It isn't sweet or mild, it sounds wild, the words flung hard, as it is sung in a peasant style 
rather than a gentle boys choir or classical style.  
 

It is so full of joy that it makes my spirit dance around the room, even when my body is re-
stricted by sitting at a desk or driving a car.    
 

I think the joy of Christ's birth can be sweet and quiet like Silent Night or Some Children 
See Him,  but it can also be unrefined and unfettered like Gaudete or Bring a Torch 
Jeanette Isabella (another Christmas favorite of mine).  
 

Christ comes to us in different ways. The infant Jesus is born to us wherever we are, and in 
the way that best suits our need or condition.   
 

This Advent, as we prepare to welcome the birth of The Light into our hearts and commu-
nity, I invite you to be aware of the many ways we can experience Christ's coming, and be 
sensitive to those whose experiences may be different from your own.   
While you or I may be dancing merrily around our office, shout-singing a boisterous flurry 
of "Gaudetes",  there are those nearby for whom this is a gentle time, and others whose 
grief or pain will not, yet, make allowance for celebration.   
 

For those many, who are dwelling in dark times it may be comforting to remember that the 
God we equate so easily with Light is said all thru the Hebrew scriptures to dwell in thick 
darkness? 
 

The Psalmist writes in Psalm 97:2 – “Clouds and thick darkness are all around him; 
 

Pastor, professor, and speaker, Barbara Brown Taylor writes  Darkness does not come from 
a different place than light; it is not presided over by a different God.  
 

The long nights of Advent and the early mornings of Easter both point us toward the God for 
whom darkness and light are alike. Both are fertile seasons for those who walk by faith and 
not by sight. 
 

Even in the dark, the seed sprouts and grows—we know not how—while God goes on giving 
birth to the truly human in Christ and in us. 
 

So perhaps this Advent Season, in preparation for the Joyous Christmas to come, we could 
remind one another of this good news; Joy is not limited to happiness or celebration.  Joy 
can still peek through when sorrow fogs the light. Joy shines, not just to spite the dark-
ness, but Joy dwells in darkness itself.   
 

Our God is so much more that what we can imagine... So is joy.  Loud and obnoxious, or 
gentle and still; present in bright light or the spark that lights the flame, just as it is present 
in the thickest of darkness.   
 

Brian Wren wrote the lyrics to a carol in our Chalice hymnal called Joyful is the Dark: 
 

Joyful is the dark, holy, hidden God. 
Rolling cloud of night, beyond all naming: majesty in darkness,  
energy in love, word in flesh,  
the mystery proclaiming.  
 

Joyful is the Dark Spirit of the deep, winging wildly o'er the world's creation. Silken sheen of 
midnight, 
plumage black and bright,  
swooping with the beauty of a raven.  
 

Joyful is the dark,  
shadowed stable floor; angles flicker, God on earth confessing,   
as with exultation, Mary,  
giving birth hails the infant cry  
of need and blessing.   
 
May the Joy of Christ's coming be found in your darkness, as in your light this blessed sea-
son! 
 

Joy can't wait!  Rejoice Ye! 
    Pastor E 



  Many many thanks to everyone who helped sup-
port the Plowshares sale last Saturday. We had a 
very successful sale—$7042 will be sent to the 

artisans & crafts people who created the products. 
  Thanks to everyone who distributed signs & 
posters, called radio stations & 
newspapers,  helped unload, set up, 
organize, work the sale, pack up, & 
clean up.  Thanks to everyone who 
purchased something at the sale. 
This sale would not happen without 

you all! 

MOVIE NIGHT is Tonight 

December 11, 6:30pm 

Chariots of Fire 

the story of 2 athletes in the 1942 Olympics; 
one a devout Scottish 
Christian who runs for the 
glory of God, the other an 
English Jew who runs to 
overcome prejudice. 

Winter Solstice Celebration & Walk 

All are invited to participate in the upcoming 

Winter Solstice Celebration & Walk at The 

Labyrinth at Abbey Road on Saturday, De-

cember 21, at 

3:00pm.  Come walk in 

thankfulness for the 

beginning of longer 

days and the return of 

Light!  

 

 

 

 

 

               BAREFOOT ON SUNDAY 

                         PRESENTS 

          THERE WILL BE DREAMS 

     BY DAVID GILES & STEVE JORDAN 

        SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2PM 

     ABBEY ROAD CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Offering to support Regional Ministries 

received December 15 & 22 



ABBEY R OAD CHRISTI AN CHURCH 

(DISCIPLE S OF CHRIS T)  

2411 Abbey Road 

Cape Girardeau, MO 63701 
  

Elaine Schoepf, Pastor               David Dickey, Associate Minister 

562-396-8039  pastorelaines@gmail.com    573-450-1013  dldhistorian@gmail.com 

CALENDAR 
 

Wednesday, December 11 
  6:30pm Movie Night:  Chariots of Fire 
 
Thursday, December 12 
 9:00am Women’s Breakfast Group at Margaret Needels’,  
    2206 Yorktown 
    

Sunday, December 15 
 9:30am Worship 
 9:30am Abbey Rd. Adventures for children, K-6th grade 
10:30am Fellowship 
10:45am Sunday School  
 2:00pm Christmas Cantata, There Will Be Dreams, presented by 
   Barefoot on Sunday 
  

Tuesday, December 17 
 8:00am Golden Boys at My Daddy’s Cheesecake 
  

Wednesday, December 18 
 9:30am Bible Study 
 6:00pm New Life Singers practice 
 
Friday, December 20 
 9:30am ARCL: Genealogy (meet at ARCC to carpool) 
 
Saturday, December 21 
 3:00pm Winter Solstice Celebration & Labyrinth Walk 
 

 

 Golden Boys will meet at 8:00 on Tuesday at My 

Daddy’s Cheesecake. Please join us for breakfast and 
conversation. 

 Please sign up to serve in January.   

 Thank you to everyone who has signed up to recruit peo-

ple to serve in worship in 2020.  Months still remain to be 
filled; please check the sign up sheet. 

 Poinsettias may be placed in honor/memory of a loved 

one. Please bring your plant before December 15 & in-
form the office who the plant is for & from.  If 
you wish to take your poinsettia home after 
the 24th, please label it with your name. 

Phone: 573-335-3422 

Fax: 573-335-6996 

E-mail: capearcc@gmail.com 

www.abbeyroadchristianchurch.com 

FACEBOOK.COM/ARCCDOC/ 

John & Deborah Browne, Kenny Werner, Luther Hunt, Mary Ann Heinsman, Maxie McKenzie & family, Mark Faith, Bill 

Cox, Gerry Thomason, Ada “Dottie” Cruce, Joe Robb Blattner, Debbie McCormick, Susan Spooler, Carol Gleason, Brian 

Lierer,  Debbie Bradley, Thelma Nelson, Dawn Knoderer, Kim Farrar Frank, George Amick, Ruth Hopkins, Bill & Iris Lik-

ens, Pat Murray & Wally Allstun, Adrian & Naida Wills, Ed Sheridan & Nita Brackin, Winona Crampton, Colt Reams, 

Becky Tinsley, Felicia Fox, Pauline Filla, Dan Schoepf, Carla Jordan, Liane & Bob Malone, relatives & friends serving in the 

military, all who are hurting, lonely, and afraid.  

Do you have someone to add to our prayer list? Please inform the church office or fill out a form found at the back of 

the sanctuary. 

Worship Notes December 8 

 Attendance: 50 

 Regular friends: 9  

Offering: $1904 

 

December 15  David Dickey 

Joy and the Rose Candle 

Luke 1:46-55 

  

2019 Board of Elders Officers  

  

Chair: Steven Piker 

Chair-Elect: Jim Main 

Past Chair: David Giles 

Finance Chair: Deborah Balsano 

Board Secretary: Judy McLain 

Trustee Chair: Glenda Zink 

Elder-At-Large: Judy Cureton 

Serving on Sunday, December 15 

      At the Table: Martin Needels (c), Judy Cureton (o)                                             
      Distribution: Kilja Israel, Glenda Zink 
      Communion Prep: Marge Janssen 

      Scripture Reader: Margaret Needels 
      Greeters: Barb Farrar, Kilja Israel 
      Ushers: Anne McDonough, Carolyn Taylor 
      Abbey Road Adventures:  Karen Piker 
      Worship Capt.: Melanie Sherinski 
      Soundboard:  Breedon/Dean 

  Please accept my thanks for all of 

your prayers, hugs, and well wishes.  

   I will miss my mother, but rejoice 

in the comfort of my church family and good 

friends. 
   Love, 
   Sue Kemp 


